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Washington, DC 20231 



Dear Commissioner: 

\ 



Applicants, ^accordance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, 
hereby advise the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO/SB/08A Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant (substitute for 

Form 1449A/PTO). A copy of each of the cited references is herewith enclosed. 

03/12/2003 HDEKESS1 00000024 09635018 
FC:!S36 180.00 OP 

Express Mail Number EU9901 48421 US 
Date of Deposit ^ rch 7 > 2003 ' 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited^itfffiyT United State^-PostatService "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
under 37 CFR 1 10 on the dale indicated above and^is^tir^ed to the Corn^sipfl^r for Patents, Washington, DC 2023 1 . 



PI-976638 vl 0224285-0084 




Applicants note that although the cited references may be relevant to the examination of 
the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the riling of this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant "shall not be construed to be an admission that 
the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in § 1.56(b)." 

Applicants further note that the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement by Applicant is not an admission that the references cited herein constitute prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102-103 with respect to the captioned application. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), Applicants have included payment of the fee set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). Applicants also submit, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), a statement that no 
item of information contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and to the knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
" i by Applicant was known to any individual designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior 
. to the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant. 
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Also, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additionally required fees 
necessary for consideration of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant 
to Account No. 11-1110. 



KJRKPATRICK & LOCKHART LLP 

Henry W. Oliver Building 

535 Smithfield Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2312 

Telephone: (412) 355-6292 

Facsimile: (412)355-6501 

E-mail: mnuzzo@kl.com 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
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